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Dear members, | am very pleased to ot that with
great verve and without much ado the Officers and the
Council have gone about the task of developing our new
Society. | would like to thank them and all others who
have ventured into the effort to found the Society in a
spirit of friendly consensus between manufacturers,
contractors, academics, institutes and consultants all
with the aim of developing geotexiiles and their
applications.

With the development of this newsletter, the Officers
and Council intend:

to create a medium for transmitting information
between members;

to disseminate technical news and point out
publications in the ticld of geotextiles;

to announce regional and national conferences
and hopefully 1o encourage their co-crdination:
to canvass new members;

to create a forum for specialist viewpoints or
discussion:

to provide an outlet for our technical committees
to publish their findings

The newsletter will act as a link between our far flung

Charles Schaerer, the President of IGS, was born in
Zurich. Swizerland. He graduated as a Civil Engineer
at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 1938 and
has been connected with this prestigious institute for
much of his career. His career has been primarily
concerned with the construction of hydroectric prajects
throughout the world and especially of the earth and
rochfill dams assoctated with such profects. He was for
many years the Head of the Soil Mechanics Institute of
S.F.IT. He was a founding member of the Swiss
National Society for Soil and Rock Mechanics. serving
as its president from 1962-65 and being made an
honorary member in 1980. He was the first president of
the Swiss Association of Geotextile Specialists as he is
now the first president of the IGS. He was married 1o
Erica and they have raised 3 children. As a true Swiss he
is multilingual, speaking Freach, German, Spanish and
English and quotes as his hobbies hiking. skiing and
collecting art. The IGS is indeed fortunate 1o have so
active and experienced a person 1o guide ils first steps

and will allow us all to maintain current
knowledge of our Society's affairs.

Concerning Society affairs, our financial assets at the
end of 1984 were (US) $11.500. A sum of (US) 56.000 is
included in this tigure which stems from the voluntary
contributions made after the 1.as Vegas Conference and
which permitted the good start the Society made. |
would like to thank most warmly those who
conttibuted su generously.

The Socicty shows signs of healthy growth. In June of
1984 we sill had only 20 paid up members. By
December 1984, this had grown to 12 corporate
members and 102 individual members and by April
1984 we had 15 corporate members and 194 individual
members spread throughout 25 countries. This
tepresents gaod growth but in fact much of the credit
must go 10 3 large Japanese membership who joined as a
$roup In 1984 and who wish to form the first official
national chapter of the IGS for Japan and to the Comité
Francais des Géotextiles et Géomembranes whose
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